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Proposal to close Fort Primary and transfer all children to Trinity Primary

I am writing as a Trinity Primary School parent to express my opposition to the Council’s proposal to close Fort Primary and transfer all children to Trinity Primary School.  

This proposal was made public immediately before the start of the summer holiday period but, despite being asked on numerous occasions, the Council has still not provided parents with an explanation of why this merger option, which was previously ruled out as impractical and without merit, has now become the only option for this area.

An amalgamation such as that proposed will cause overcrowding which is at odds with the Scottish Government’s stated policy to reduce class sizes. Why should Trinity and Fort children not enjoy the benefits of smaller class sizes but instead face greater class sizes and overcrowding? I can see no educational benefits which will accrue to my children or any of the children at either of these two, very different, schools as a result of the merger.

In such circumstances, the only sensible way forward is for the Council to withdraw this proposal now. It is unjustifiable and will harm two schools which are at the heart of their local communities. The council’s own proposal makes clear that the proposal to close Fort Primary will not be permanent, given the anticipated growth in school population in this area in the next few years, and therefore the situation in this area is very different from the other schools targeted for closure.

Trinity parents will fight this policy with vigour and determination.  The school cannot provide a modern education for its pupils if it is expected to accommodate 450 pupils.  Trinity staff, parents and children have worked hard to make this a successful school. We want to keep it that way and not jeopardise our children’s education in the name of cost-cutting.

I am copying this letter to the four local councillors for Forth Ward for their comments on this matter.

Yours,

